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JAMES MADISON KEMPER, A.B. '16, banker, president of the Commerce Trust Company, Kansas 
City, Mo., He became president of the Commerce Trust Company when only 32 years old, 
having served successively as assistant treasurer, treasurer and vice-president of the bank. His 
first connection with the Commerce Trust Company was as an “outside man,” whose duties 
consisted of calling on customers and getting new accounts. 

During the World War, James Kemper enlisted in the Air Service in 1917, was commissioned 
a second lieutenant in February, 1918. He served as Adjutant of the Air Service Supply Depot at 
Clichy, France for six months. After the close of the war he returned to Mineola Field, N. Y., 
where he was discharged from service. 

He is a son of W. T. Kemper, former chairman of the board of the Commerce Trust 
Company, and widely known in banking circles. 

He does not play golf, doesn't care for tennis, but is an exceptionally good horseman, being 
the possessor of some ten horses, divided between polo ponies and hunters. His horses are 
stabled at the Mission Valley Hunt Club, Kansas City, and at his father's Red Fox farm south of 
Martin City, Mo. 

He is now 38 years old, is the father of three children, David, thirteen years old, James, 
eleven years old, and Julianne, five years old. He is a member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity. 
RUFUS CROSBY KEMPER, A.B. ’14., president of the City Bank, Kansas City, Mo. He is a brother 
of James M. Kemper and W. T. Kemper, Jr., and a son of W. T. Kemper, Sr. He formerly was 
treasurer of the Mission Hills Country Club, and is a director of the Business Men's Assurance 
Co. 

He served in the United States Army from April, 1917 until February, 1919. He was in the 
Infantry branch of service. Following the World War, Rufus returned to Kansas City and became 
associated with the Kemper Grain Company, and later was made president of the City Bank. 

He is popular in Kansas City business and social circles, and is considered one of Kansas 
City's most capable and alert young business men. His nickname is “Bear.” 

In '12 and '13 he received, his letters in football, and won a letter in track in '13. 
Like his younger brother, James, he doesn't particularly care for golf, but has a great interest 

in horses. His chief hobby is riding. 
He married Miss Enid Ann Jackson, of Tacojna, Washington, in 1921. They have two 

daughters and one son. Mr. Kemper is a member of Phi Delta Theta and Tri Chi fraternities. He 
will soon be 41 years old. 
WILLIAM T. KEMPER, JR., A.B. '25, banker, president of the Kemper State Bank, Boonville, Mo.; 
the Clay County State Bank at Excelsior Springs; First National Bank, Independence, Mo.; and a 
bank at New Franklin, Kansas. 

With their father, the three Kempers compose the Kemper Investment Company of Kansas 
City. W. T. Kemper, Jr. serves as representative of the investment company, and is a member of 
the board of directors of all of these banks or is president of each of them. 

He enjoys horseback riding, is a member of the Kansas City Country Club, the Kansas City 
Athletic Club and the Kansas City Club. His brothers also are members of these clubs. 

He attended Kemper Military School at Boonville before coming to the University. The 
military school, however, derived its name from another branch of the Kemper family. 

He is a member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity, Scabbard and Blade, and Kappa Beta Phi. He is 
not married. 


