
DRASTIC CUTS IN COST OF CITY GOVERNMENT 
Real economy without impairment of the service or credit of the city. No waste or graft in 

bond funds. Substantial reduction of the number of city employees without loss of efficiency. 
Elimination of payroll padding; and the privilege of paying city taxes in installments. 
THE BIRTH OF THE CITIZENS' 
FUSION TICKET 

On November 21st, 1933, the first group of citizens of all ages, all races, all religions and 
creeds, of both sexes, and of all parties, came out publicly endorsing a program demanding an 
honest, efficient and business-like conduct of city government. This was the nucleus of the 
Citizens' Movement for better government and enforcement of Kansas City's non-partisan 
Charter. In conjunction with the NATIONAL YOUTH MOVEMENT, a committee of the Citizens' 
Movement selected after weeks of searching investigation a Citizens' Fusion Ticket, composed 
of eleven men who are free to, and pledged to, administer the Charter as it is written. This 
ticket, with the program they are pledged to support, has been endorsed by the NATIONAL 
YOUTH MOVEMENT, the REPUBLICAN COUNTY COMMITTEE and INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS. 
KANSAS CITY’S NEW DEAL 
THE CITIZENS FUSION TICKET  
HONEST ENFORCEMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER AND ALL LAWS 

Honest and accurate bookkeeping and audits, elimination of concealed deficits, no juggling 
of city funds, efficiency and business methods in every department. The selection of a fair, 
qualified and experienced city manager who will not be responsible to any invisible power, and 
dedication of the government to the service, protection and general welfare of all the people 
and not to the benefit and enrichment of a few. 
ELIMINATION OF FAVORITISM FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE 

Awarding of contracts for sevices, supplies and public works to lowest and best bidders. 
Rigid inspection under all contracts for services, supplies and improvements. Preservation of 
the natural beauty of the city, and cooperation with the state and nation in unemployment 
relief without favoritism or gaft. 
IMMEDIATE DISSOLUTION OF PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND ORGANIZED 
CRIME 

Elimination of politics from the police department. Selection of officers and patrolmen upon 
the basis of qualification, honesty and bravey, and immediate driving out of all "public 
enemies," including kidnappers, racketeers, and other criminals. 
THE CITIZENS’ PROGRAM TO WHICH THESE CANDIDATES ARE PLEDGED 
WE, THE UNDERSIGNED CANDIDATES ON THE CITIZEN'S FUSION TICKET, PLEDGE OURSELVES TO 
CARRY OUT THE CITIZENS' 
PROGRAM: 
GIVE THE CHARTER A CHANCE-THE MACHINE MUST GO! 
CLAUDE A. FERGUSON Candidate for Councilman at Large From First District 

Cladue A. Ferguson is a young man who has grasped the ideals of honest city administration 
and has the courage to stand for his conviction. He is thirty-five years old; attended public 
schools of Kansas City; graduated from the University of Oklahoma Law School in 1924. Was a 
buyer for Swift and Company at the stock yards here in Kansas City from 1917 to 1920. For past 
ten years has practiced law in Kansas City with Lathrop, Crane, Reynolds, Sawyer and Mesereau. 



Has attained distinction in the legal profession; is member Kansas City Bar Association. 
Claude A. Ferguson is a real citizen—a man who takes an active interest in civic matters—a 

man who will represent the best interest of all Kansas City. 
DR. ARTHUR H. WELLS Candidate for Councilman From First District 

A fine example of the type of men on the Citizens’ Fusion Ticket is Dr. Arthur H. Wells. Thirty 
years old, he has resided in Northeast Kansas City most of his life. Despite parents’ many 
financial reverses, Dr. Wells earned his way through an excellent training in medicine; Scarritt 
Grade School, Northeast High School, Pennsylvania and Harvard Universities. Has been for three 
years Pathologist at Research Hospital and numbers of his scientific articles have been 
published. Dr. Wells is also a man who does things for others — constructive things. These 
include his plan last year to organize the unemployed of the Northeast into a self-employment 
organization; leadership of a scout troop, and interest in a group of boys aspiring to medical 
careers who meet in his laboratory every Saturday. Dr. Wells and his wife are leading citizens in 
their community. 

FREDERICK E. WHITTEN Candidate for Councilman at Large From Second District 
Frederick E. Whitten is forty-four years old—a soldier for his country in the World War—a 

hard fighter for good government in Kansas City. He attended rural schools near Wellington, 
Kansas, and the County High School there, and received his legal degree from the University of 
Kansas in 1916. Col. Whitten has practiced law in Kansas City since 1919. For several years he 
has been a vigorous speaker for the Charities Drive. An active member of Officers’ Reserve 
Corps, and the American Legion. Col. Whitten makes a special hobby of Americanization. He is 
President of the Men’s Club of St. Andrews Church, and past President of numerous 
organizations of veterans and reserve officers. He is married and has a nine-year-old daughter—
Helen Virginia. He is a courageous champion of the people. 
COLONEL D. S. ADAMS Candidate for Councilman From Second District 

A man with years of sound business experience; a man of the highest character is Col. D. S. 
Adams. He is a graduate from public schools of Kansas City, and the University of Kansas. A civil 
engineer from 1908 to 1916—a captain and later major of Engineers in the World War, and now 
a colonel of Reserves. He is president of Adams Transfer & Storage Company in Kansas City. He 
is a member of City Plan Commission, President of Lions’ Club, member of the Bland Post of 
American Legion, member of the Chamber of Commerce and of Business District League. Col. 
Adams is married and has two children, Virginia and John. A civic and business leader. Col. 
Adams knows what Kansas City needs. His voice on the Council will carry the weight of 
experience and integrity 
A. ROSS HILL Candidate For Mayor 

Our candidate for mayor was born on a farm, educated in rural schools, and at Cornell 
University. He began his teaching career in rural schools. He became President of the University 
of Missouri and served in that capacity for thirteen and one-half years, and until his resignation 
to become Director of all foreign operations of the American Red Cross. He is a trustee of the 
Carnegie Foundation for the advancement of teaching, and has been honored by degrees from 
several Universities. 

During the World War he was educational Director of the Students’ Army Training Corps for 
the entire middle west. He was a member of the Board of the United States Naval Academy 
under President Woodrow Wilson s administration. Upon completion of his work with the 



American Red Cross he became a resident of Kansas City in 1923 and since that time has been 
general manager of the Ward Investment Company in Kansas City. He has been an active 
member of the Real Estate Board. He is chairman of the Property Owners’ Division and 
Chairman of the same division of the National Association of Real Estate Boards. He is a former 
President of the City Club of Kansas City. 

Dr. Hill is known to the state and nation as an educator, a business man, and a public 
spirited citizen. Seldom does a city have the opportunity to elect as Mayor a man who 
possesses so many fine qualities and such a fund of broad experience. 
THOS. LESLIE JOHNSON Candidate tor Councilman at Large From Third District 

Thomas Leslie Johnson is forty-two years old. He attended the public schools of Kansas City, 
and while he was still in his teens went into the grocery business and made a success is that 
field. Mr. Johnson has been president and later chairman of the board of the Retail Grocery 
Association in Kansas City. He volunteered for Naval service during the World War. He is now 
assistant Manager of the Equitable Life Assurance Society. He is married and has two small 
daughters. He is active in church and community work. 
JOHN R. SUDDARTH Candidate for Councilman From Third District 

Another business man of long experience is John R. Suddarth, who 30 years ago organized 
the Cleaning and Dyeing Company which bears his name, and of which he is President. His long 
record of service in civic enterprises is evidence of the type of man presented on the Citizens’ 
Fusion Ticket. He was largely instrumental in obtaining Northeast High School for that section. 
Has been a Director of Kansas City Safety Council; he has been active in the Red Cross, Near East 
Relief, Boy Scouts and Boys’ Hotel campaigns. He is past president of Blue Valley 
Manufacturers’ and Business Men’s Club, and has served the Northeast for years in civic affairs. 
Always a leader in the Charity Drive. He is married and has one daughter living, Mrs. Grace 
Tangblade. Mr. Suddarth represents perfectly the substantial business men unselfishly devoted 
to the best interests of the people. 
ALEX S. RANKIN Candidate for Councilman at Large From Fourth District 

Alex S. Rankin is a Scotchman of the old school—a man whose honesty, integrity and 
conservative viewpoints are badly needed in the City government of Kansas City. He has been in 
the contracting business as painter and decorator for a life time and is past President of the 
Master Builders’ Exchange. Mr. Rankin and his wife have long been interested in young people. 
For three years he was superintendent of the Italian Sunday School at the Institutional church. 
He is a recognized leader in this type of work. Mr. Rankin is an ex' ample of the unbending 
integrity demanded by the Citizens’ Movement in its candidates. Our Council must be 
composed of such men. 
FRANK H. BACKSTROM Candidate for Councilman From Fourth District 

Another of the fine type of able and courageous young men sought by the Citizens’ 
Movement for candidate is Frank H. Backstrom. Thirty-two years of age, he attended Benton 
School, Central High School and the University of Michigan, where he received his literary 
degree in 1924 and his degree of law in 1926. During the summers he worked for his University 
expenses. Since 1926 he has practiced law in Kansas City. Mr. 
Backstrom was a member of the Civic Improvement Committee in 1931 and is a student of civic 
affairs and problems. 

 



CARLL V. KRETSINGER Candidate for Municipal Judge 
Carll V. Kretsinger, Citizens’ Fusion Ticket candidate for Municipal Judge. During the World 

War sold papers on the streets of Okmulgee, Okla., helping to pay the expense of his grade 
school education. Attended Kansas University, working his way as he went and later obtained 
his legal education at the Kansas C School of Law, working in a law office during the day and 
attending school at night. He entered the practice of the law in Kansas City in 1927. 

His most enthusiastic supporters are his wife and his two children, one a boy of four years 
and the other a little girl of two and a half. Mr. Kretsinger is twenty'nine years old and owns his 
own home at 3616 East Roanoke Drive, in Kansas City. He is well known among all of his 
acquaintances for his courage and forthrightness in his public and private life. 
WILLIAM H. WILSON Candidate for Municipal Judge 

What sort of men does the Citizens’ Fusion Ticket represent for the office of Municipal 
Judge? Young men, able, well-trained lawyers, capable of filling such an office in an unbiased 
manner, men representative of a Citizens’ group, who had to work hard for their legal training. 
William H. Wilson, one of the Citizens’ two candidates for Municipal Judge, is thirty-eight years 
old. Earned the money by clerking in a men’s furnishing store and teaching to pay his way 
through Kansas and Michigan Universities, where he obtained his degrees. During the World 
War he was a sergeant in the Medical Corps. He has practiced law in Kansas City since 1923. He 
is married and has a baby girl, Joan. Mr. Wilson is fitted by training and temperment for the 
important work of our Municipal Court. 


