
Copy of an article from the Springfield Leader January 28, 1932 "KEMPER CALLED INTO RACE 
AGAIN BY PENDERGAST. 
"Kansas City Machine apparently fears Niles can’t win National Committee Place so present 
Member changes his mind. 
"The democratic Pendergast machine in Kansas City apparently means to take no chance in 
losing a voice in the councils of the democratic national committee. 
"At the present time it has a close friend in William T. Kemper of Kansas City, Missouri’s 
democratic national committeeman. However, several weeks ago Mr. Kemper indicated he 
would not be a candidate for reelection. 
"Immediately St. Louis democrats got busy and started a boom at the Jackson Day banquet 
here for former Judge Daniel G. Taylor of St. Louis as Kemper’s successor. A number of 
prominent St. Louis democratic leaders speant considerable time campaigning for Taylor among 
the democrats gathered here. 
"However, the Pendergast organization had other ideas. It started grooming 
a man of its own for Kemper’s place. That man was Frank C. Niles, wealthy Kansas City 
wholesale cigar dealer. Feelers were set out to party leaders over the state to find if Nile’s 
would be acceptable. 
"This action is followed by a formal announcement from Kemper that he will not retire, but 
instead, will seek renomination. 
"Political observers believe that the Kansas City bosses found that Judge Taylor had a pretty 
good hold and was more acceptable than their own Niles. Thus they apparently decided it 
would be best to run Kemper for reelection than run the risk of losing the post to a man not 
affiliated with the machine. 
"The national committeeman and woman will be elected at the state convention, which 
Springfield hopes to entertain. It Is believed Judge Taylor will make no bid for the committee 
place if Kemper asks for it again. 
"The committeewoman is Mrs. Charles B. Faris of St. Louis. She has announced that she will be 
a candidate for reelection. She has no announced opposition yet, and apparently will have 
none. 
"Should the Democrats elect the next president, the national committee posts will be worth 
having and controlling. Committeemen of the party in power have much to say regarding 
federal appointments in their states. Naturally, the Pendergast machine, which is now showing 
zealous ambition, wishes to retain control of the committeeman." 


