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Gentlemen; I wish to urge on you, with all the power at my command, the justice of a parole for 
Otto P Higgins, now incarcerated at Leavenworth. He was sentenced for income tax evasion, 
and at the time of trial had just been dismissed as Commissioner of Police of Kansas City, Mo. 

I have not the slightest doubt that Higgins was guilty as charged. 
My only argument in his favor is that he is not a criminal at heart. He is essentially a kindly, 

good humored man, honest in every personal relation, a devoted friend, and careless, not 
foresighted, but as well meaning as any man could be. 

He was the perfect victim for a political machine. He would get into a trap without knowing 
it, thresh around in it without realizing precisely what he was doing, keep his mouth shut out of 
loyalty to those he believed to be his friends, and repent with all his soul when he finally 
awakened to his failure in his civic duty, to his humiliation and disgrace. 

I have known Otto Higgins since 1918. I was then a correspondent in France for the 
Associated Newspapers of New York City, with the A E F, and Higgins was sent over as 
correspondent for the Kansas City Star, one of the papers of my syndicate. 

He was courageous, candid, kind, intensely loyal to his country and his paper, and a real 
friend to every doughboy from the Middle West. There is not an ounce of harm in the man. Yet 
I do not urge that he has done no harm. I know that he shut his eyes to things going on in the 
underworld when he was commissioner of police, but I also know that he had tremendously 
improved underworld an# police conditions and that if he had been free to act he would have 
cleaned up Kansas City. It may be said that he could have resigned and that would be true. But, 
for all of his sins and weaknesses, he di# do some good, and he tried to do more. 

He was justly convicted and his sentence was a merciful one. My only hope is that I have 
succeeded in putting before you gentlemen the picture of a stumbling, jovial, well meaning man 
who was able to do some good for his city and who sincerely tried to do so, although he was at 
the same time guilty as charged. 

I thank you for the hearing. 
Sincerely, 
Herbert Corey  
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