
[PAGE 1] 
 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE  
BUREAU OF PRISONS  
1940 AUG 7 PM 1 56    
 
RECEIVED  
AUG 7 1940 
Office of Parole Executive 
 
CHARLES M. HOWELL  
FLOYD E. JACOBS  
CHARLES M. HOWELL, JR.  
C. P. LE MIRE  
WM. H. ALLEN  
SCOTT R. TIMMONS  
THEODORE F. HOUX, JR. 
 
LAW OFFICES 
HOWELL, JACOBS & HOWELL 
SUITE 1115 COMMERCE BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
 
August 5, 1940. 
 
Board of Pardons and Paroles, 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Gentlemen:- 
 
RE: Otto P. Higgins — 55996-L 
 

The above subject of this letter has filed application for parole. I do not know what 
importance, if any, you attach to letters concerning such applications. However, I am taking the 
liberty of asking you to add this letter to your files in this matter. 

 
I have known Mr. Higgins for a great many years and my estimate of him is therefore based 

upon personal knowledge. I have no doubt that he did something wrong or he would not be in 
Leavenworth. However, against that I feel that there could be urged the following 
considerations: 

 
1. He received a heavier sentence than others who at least were equally guilty and perhaps 
more so, if guilt can be measured by degrees. In any event, the income tax which he avoided 
was not as great as that of others who avoided a much larger tax. 



2. I knew him for many years as a newspaper man in this city and he was a very competent and 
conscientious one. Likewise, his services as a newspaper man were sufficiently valuable that he 
became foreign war correspondent during the World War for a great Kansas City daily. While 
he was abroad at that time, it is my very definite information that he not only established a 
reputation as a correspondent but conducted himself in the manner of a soldier at all times. 
After all, I feel that he is entitled to a great deal of credit for this service free. 
 
3. He has a business in a suburb outside of Kansas City which his wife, who has not been in good 
health, has been trying to preserve. It is a rather small business but is sufficient to earn an 
honest livelihood for himself and family. If he should be paroled, he can go back to this business 
and operate it and support his family. As I understand the intent of a parole is to give the 
person paroled an opportunity to rebuild his life and one of the necessary elements required is 
that he have some occupation, position or business to go back to. This the applicant has 
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4. He has served a considerable portion of his sentence and for a man of his previous standing, 
has suffered a sentence which could hardly be increased. I mean in its effect upon his spirit and 
his standing in this community. Of course, in those respects, he is irretrievably injured. It may 
be that this is his fault. Nevertheless he has served a substantial part of his punishment. He has 
had a great deal of trouble and grief along with this particular matter. His son, who had just 
reached manhood, died about the time he got into this trouble. His wife was very seriously ill 
and my understanding is that she underwent a grave operation although I am not absolutely 
positive about the latter. 
 

Therefore, taking into consideration all of the foregoing, I would like to join with any others 
who may have communicated with you in asking that he be paroled. I do this because I am 
convinced that he would abide strictly by the terms of a parole and that he would really 
rehabilitate himself as a citizen. 

 
Respectfully yours, 
Floyd E Jacobs 
FEJ:MB 


