
Very Rev. Angelo Strazzoni, 
160 Court St.,  
Buffalo, New York. 
Very Rev. and dear Father: 
 For a long time I have been thinking of writing you about some conditions here concerning the 
people who claim membership in the Holy Rosary Church. 
 There are probably on conservative estimate ten or twelve thousand Italian people in Kansas 
City. The vast majority of this estimate live in the locality of the Holy Rosary Church. However, there are 
many Italian families residing in other parts of the City and in other parishes several miles distant from 
the Holy Rosary Church. We have two Italian priests of your Order giving all their time and a local Jesuit 
Father the Sunday mornings to the people attending Mass at the Holy Rosary Church. If Mass were said 
every half hour from six A. M. to 1 P. M. and the people wanting to attend these masses, there would be 
thousands unable to find room in the church. But there are only four masses on Sunday and the church 
is not crowded. 
 The public schools in the Italian section are filled with children of this nationality. The two 
schools that we conduct in connection with the church are under the care of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
and are well attended but nevertheless they have only a small percentage of the children of the colony. I 
am at a loss to know what do but I want you to know my difficulty and also my views. 
 One feature of the situation I want especially to lay before you. The Italian families in other 
parishes claim membership in the Holy Rosary parish, although only a small fraction attend services in 
that parish church or in any way lend the least support to it. They have this church as a convenience for 
baptisms, marriages and funerals. As you are aware they have a society for the burial of their dead and if 
the deceased is a man, no matter about his practical catholicity, his body is accompanied amidst great 
display and band music to the church by the member of the society. 
 The priests having charge of the English speaking parishes do not show much interest in the 
Italian families residing in their parishes because these families say to the priest that they are members 
of the Holy Rosary church. The children of these families do not attend the local parish school and they 
are too far away from the Holy Rosary school even if they were disposed to patronized it. The priests of 
the nearby churches have no influence over the parents or children, thus it is easy to see how, under our 
present situation, the children are receiving no religious instruction sand how the parents are going 
along through life neglecting themselves and their children and evading in every way their duties to 
their church. It is needless to say these families are not helping to support the Holy Rosary Church or the 
church nearest to them and what is sadder still they appear to be indifferent to the Sunday Mass and 
the Holy Sacraments.  
 Would it not be well to have a new regulation and a new order of things and let the Italian 
people living in the territory of St. Patrick’s parish and St. John’s parish, and this is the territory of the 
homes of 90% of all the Italians and the location of the Holy Rosary Church be members of the Holy 
Rosary Church and let all other Italians over the City be told that they should go to the church in whose 
limits they reside and that they should consider themselves to all intents and purposes members of this 
parish. 
 It is sad to see so many hundreds of children getting no religious training and not attending 
Maxx on Sunday or receiving the Sacraments. I am making these observations to you in the hope that 
you can help in doing something for so many baptized persons. The situation here Is discouraging as you 
well know but let us adopt some plan to care for the families outside the reach of the Holy Rosary 
Church. Let us by new regulation place the families outside the territory I specified under the spiritual 
care of the priests nearest. Such regulation will do no harm to the Holy Rosary Church but most likely 
will be of great benefit to hundreds who today are not attending any place of worship. 



 I do not care to do anything in this matter without hearing from you. In fact I would like to hear 
from you that you agree to it and I would like to know that such a plan has the endorsement of His 
Excellency, Our Apostolic Delegate. 
 With very best wishes, I remain, 
 Sincerely yours, 
 Bishop of Kansas City Diocese.  


