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618 JOSEPH LUSCO 
 
called as a witness on behalf of the Defendants, first having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
 
Direct Examination 
By Mr. Coon: 
 
Q Tell the jury your name? A My name is Joseph Lusco. 
Q Have you ever gone by the name of Joseph Brucato? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Brucato? A Yes, sir. 
Q Have you a place of business at 901 East 10th Street, Kansas City? A Yes, sir, did have prior to 
two months ago. 
Q What kind of business? A A grocery store. 
Q Do you know Harry Rosenfeld? A Yes, sir. 
Q Was he about your place during the summer of 1923? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Did he ever make an attempt along about the 29th day of July to buy intoxicating liquor from 
you? A Yes, sir. 
Q Were you arrested by government agents on or about the 27th day of November, 1923, for 
selling liquor? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Who made the arrest? A Wilcox and Curran. 
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Q Who made the buy? A Why, I don't know of anybody making the buy. 
Q Well, you were taken before Mr.  Beardsley, United States Commissioner? A Yes, sir, 
Q Placed under a thousand dollar bond for your appearance in the Federal Court? A Yes, sir. 
Q And are you out on bond now? A Yes, sir. 
Q Was this man Rosenfeld in your store on or about the 9th day of February, 1934? A He was, 
Q And did he tell you at that time that agent Wilcox and agent Curran and Frank Cunningham, the 
general prohibition agents were at the corner of 9th and Harrison? 
A He said Wilcox, Curran and Cunningham, he didn't say anything about Frank, that wop up there 
at 10th and Harrison. 
Q Bid he tell you they intended to make a buy from you with a stool pigeon? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q And did he leave the store a short time after that? 
A He did, sir. 
Q And did he return the night of February 9th, 1924, with a government agent? A Yes, sir. 
Q A government agent? A Yes - - what do you mean by a govern- 
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ment agent? 
Q Well, did he return with a man? A Well, he returned, I don't know if he is a government man or 
not, some fellow was with him, if he is a government agent, I don't know if he is or not. 
Q Was it Mr. Seery, this gentleman here? A No, sir, he was not with him at that time. 
Q Do you know the man that was with him at that time? 
A I would know him if I would see him, yes, sir. 
Q Did Mr. Seery here ever visit your place of business? 
A He did, sir. 
Q Do you remember the date? A No, sir, I don't, not the exact date. 
Q I will ask you if he was not in your store on or about the 11th day of February, 1934? A He was 
right around that date, yes, sir. 
Q And he talked with you about Curran and Wilcox? 
A Well, he did not especially say anything about Curran and Wilcox. 
Q I will ask you to tell the jury if he did not make this statement to you, "Now, you know these 
fellows are crooked - -"? 
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A Mr. Coon before you read any more I have got an explanation to make on that statement. 

Mr. Brewster: Wait a minute now, just let him read it. 
Q Who? If anybody, on the 11th day of February, 1924, made this statement to you, "Now, you 
know those fellows are crooked and if you will help me I will help you", was that statement made 
by Rosenfeld? A That statement was made by Mr. Seery to my brother. 
Q To your brother? A But I signed that statement myself, and that is 
the reason I want to make an explanation. 
Q Who was it said to you "Well, I will - - " 
          Mr. Brewster: Ask the impeaching question. 
Q Did Rosenfeld say to you "Well I will bring a lawyer up here this afternoon and I am pretty sure 
that he can clear you" referring to this case? 
A Rosenfeld was there two or three days before that. 
Q How? A Rosenfeld was there two or three days before that  
 
240  
with sore fellow, I don't know who he was . . 
Q Who made that statement if anybody did that I have just asked you? A Why MrSeery made it to 
my brother. 
Mr. Brewster: Were you there? 
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A No, sir, not at that time. 



Mr. Brewster: Now, I move to strike out what he said about him saying it to his brother. 
The Court: Motion sustained, and that will be stricken out. 

Q Did Rosenfeld and Mr. Seery and Bert Haycock, a patrolman ever visit your place? A Yes, sir. 
Q And a man representing himself to be a Government agent ask you if you knew Curran, Wilcox 
and Cunningham? 
A No, sir, I was not there that day. 
Q And didn't the agent ask you if you ever gave them money Wilcox and Curran? 

Mr. Brewster: He said he was not there. 
A I was not there. 
Q Did he ever ask you that question? A He was up there, Sergeant Meyers. 
       Mr.Brewster: Were you there? 

The Witness: Yes, sir. 
Q Did he ever ask you if you ever gave these agents money? 
A He asked me if I did, he said "It seems to me like you have got a Hell of a lot of guts, you let these 
fellows take 
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your money and you don't fight back. Now, if you know something why don't you tell me?" And I 
told him that the only statement I had to make was on the 36th day of November, or either on the  
37th day that morning Wilcox and Curran came up there and raided my place and placed me under  
arrest and I am in Court. 
Q And did he say this to you, "Now, listen, if you know anything of them and will tell me I will get 
your case dismissed and you will not hear anything of it again?" 
A That statement was made to my brother. 

Mr.Brewster: I move to strike it out if your Honor please. 
The Court: Motion sustained. 

Q. And didn't he say further to you, "You know those fellows are robbing you and robbing the 
government?" A That was also made to my brother. 

Mr.Brewster: I move to strike that out. 
The Court: Motion sustained. 

Q And didn't he say this to you, "They are a detriment to the government and I am here to get 
them fired."? A That was also stated to my brother. 

Mr.Brewster: Now, if your Honor please, I move to strike that out and that the jury be 
instructed to disregard anything this witness said was said to his brother. 
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The Court: Motion sustained. Gentlemen of the jury you will disregard any statement this 
witness has said, or might have made regarding any statement that might have been made by his 
brother, or to his brother as detailed in the questions. 
Q Then didn't he make this statement to you "You know you have given them money, and you 
might as well come on and tell me because I will get some dope on them in some other way and 



get them fired"? 
A That was also stated to my brother. 

Mr.Coon: All right, strike it out. I thought it was made to this man if the Court please. 
The Court: That will be stricken out. 

Q Is it a fact that this government agent persisted in getting you to sign a statement against Curran 
and Wilcox? 
A Yes, a signed statement. 
Q And you refused to make one? 
A I will tell you, the only statement I would make, on the 36th of, 27th, Wilcox and Curran came to 
the place and got me arrested and the case is pending. 
Q Did he say to you in the presence of Rosenfeld that he knew Curran and Wilcox had collected 
money from you? 
A That was also stated to my brother. 
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Mr. Brewster: Now - - 
Mr.Coon: Strike that out, I thought that was made to this witness. 
The Court: Very well, the jury may disregard the question and answer. 
Mr.Brewster: I would like to have this witness instructed that he can't state what was said 

to his brother in answer to any questions. 
The Court: I understand when the questions are read to him, he says if was stated to his 

brother. Unquestionably Judge Coon this witness knows something about this case, but it is very 
obvious these questions ought not to be asked him. 
Q How many times did Harry Rosenfeld and these gentlemen visit your place while you were 
there? A He did not visit but one time, if I am not mistaken, two times while I was there, Mr. 
Seery did. 

Mr.Coon: You may take the witness. 
 

Cross Examination 
 
By Mr.Brewster: 
Q You made a statement in the presence of Arthur Curran and 
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Q And you signed it, didn't you? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q And Manning Wilcox and Arthur Curran were there at the time 
241  you made that statement? A They were sir. 
Q And then later you made another statement, didn't you? 
A I did, sir. 
 



DOCUMENT PRODUCED BY COUNSEL HERE MARKED AND IDENTIFIED AS GOVERNMENT’S EXHIBIT 
NO. 29. 
 
Q And this Exhibit No. 29 that I show you is the one you signed. 
Q Now, in this statement dated March 11th, you say, "On the 21st of February, 1924, I made a 
signed and sworn affidavit before a notary public, Michael Mc Caul in the presence of Federal 
Prohibition Agents Arthur L. Curran, and Manning C. Wilcox. Parts of my affidavit which refers to 
conversations had with Rosenfeld on February 9th, and conversations had with Rosenfeld and Bert 
Heacock of the police department, Kansas City, Missouri, and Department of Justice agent Seery, 
and other conversations referred to on or about February 11th, 1924, which showed in my affidavit 
of February 21st, 1924, was false you said that didn't you? 
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A I said that for the simple reason was, the statement when Mr.Seery was up there he was talking 
to my brother, and my brother told me the story, and he left town right away. 
Q Your brother told you the story? A Yes, sir. 
Q And you told Curran and Wilcox that your brother told you this story didn't you? A No, sir, I did 
not. 
Q Did you swear you had been told this by Seery and by Rosenfeld that they had said it to you?A I 
guess I did. 
Q What? A I guess I did. 
Q You lied then? A I sure did. 
Q You made a false affadavit purposely to these officers? 
A No, sir, not purposely. 
Q You stated in that affidavit that these conversations had been had with you and not your 
brother, didn't you? 
A Positively, but my brother cannot be broughten up here. 
Q Oh, your brother cannot be broughten up here, but you positively made a sworn statement, and 
Arthur Curran and Wilcox go t you to do it? 
A No, they didn't. 
Q They were present when you did it? A Yes, but it was my own free will. 
Q It was your own free will but Curran and Wilcox were there? 
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A They were there but didn't tell me to make any statement. 
Q How did you happen to make one? A Of my own free will. 
Q You just voluntarily wrote that statement and swore to it before a notary public - - where did the 
notary public come from? A We went up to his office. 
Q You went up to his office? A Me and Curran. 
Q Just you and Curran,you went up there voluntarily? A Yes. 
Q They did not suggest it to you?A No, sir. 



Q They did not ask you to go? A No, sir. 
Q How long had you known that notary public? A I never did know him, don't know him yet. 
Q How do you know where his office was? 
A I don't know where it was, 
Q How did you know where the office was? A I didn't know. 
Q Who told you where the office was? 
A Curran brought me up there. 
Q I thought you said he did not suggest it to you at all? 
A He did not suggest it to me. 
Q You made a statement at that time before that notary public that was false didn't you? A I did, 
Q You testified you had talked to Seery? A I have. 
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Q You testified that Seery said certain things? A I did. 
Q And they were false; you swore to that statement? 
A I did. 
Q Or affidavit, and you swore to a false statement? 
A I did, to one of them, yes. 
Q The truth is that at no time on February 9th or February 11th or at any time between those times 
had you talked to either Rosenfeld or the Department of Justice agent Seery, you understood that 
didn't you? 
A I didn't get that. 
Q You read, don't you? A Some. 
Q (Reading) "The truth being that I in no time" - - at no time, that should be instead of in, - "on 
February 9th or February 11th or anytime between those dates talked to either Rosenfeld or 
Department of Justice Agent Seery," 
A I didn't talk to Department of Justice agent Seery, but I did talk to Rosenfeld that morning. 
Q This is in here, isn't it? A I can't read what is in there, I probably forgot at the time. 
Q You signed that? A Yes, and I also signed the other one. 
Q Well, did you lie both times or just once? 
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A No, sir. 
Q Why did you make a false affidavit? A I didn't make no false affidavit. 
Q. You did not? A No, sir, only I didn't know the law, that is the reason I made that. 
Q You didn't know the law, what do you mean by not knowing the 
242 law? A I thought if something was said by my brother I could go ahead and give it. 
Q You thought if somebody told your brother something you could make an affidavit they were 
telling you? A Yes, sir, you know we are not all born lawyers. 
Q No, I know we are not all born lawyers. Curran and Wilcox came to see you? A No, sir. 
Q Who did cone to see you? A Nobody has come to see me. 



Q Did you go to see them? A I did. 
Q Well, where did you go to see them? A I met Curran right out here in the lobby of the Federal 
Building. 
Q When? A I don't remember the date. 
Q About when? A I don't remember the date. 
Q How long have you been a bootlegger? A Oh, maybe a year. 
Q How many times have you been arrested? A Oh, probably a dozen times. 
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Q How many times by the police? A About eleven times. 
Q About eleven times; how many times by the government? 
A Once. 
Q Once, when? A When Wilcox and Curran arrested me. 
Q How long ago was that? A About the 27th day of November. 
Q Have they ever arrested you since? A I have not seen them since. 
Q You have not seen them since? They raided your place on the 11th of November, 1923? A No, 
sir. 
Q When? A They raided my place the 27th day of November, 1923. 
Q The 27th day of November, 1923, and you have never seen them since that date, from that day 
to this? A No, sir. 
Q And you have been raided eleven times by the police? 
A Yes. 
Q Did they find the stuff? A Some of them did and some did not. 
Q What did you do with it when they didn't find it? 
A When they didn't? 
Q Did you hide it? A I didn't keep it out so everybody could see it. 
Q Where did you keep it? 
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A Where did I keep it? 
Q Yes, where did you keep it? A Where everybody can't find it. 
Q Where did you keep it? A That is for you to find out. 
Q No, you will tell me? A I will tell you nothing. 
Q You won't? A No, sir. 

Mr.Brewster: If your Honor please. 
The Court: Answer his question. 

A Kept it in the barn. 
Q What barn? A 537 Harrison. 
Q Have you got it there now? A You will have to find that out. 
Q No, you will answer me? A Well go there and look. 

Mr.Brewster: If your Honor please I want an answer. 



The Court: Answer the question. 
A No, there is none there now. 
Q When did you take it out? A I told you I have not been in business for the last two months. 
Q Where did you keep it last? A Right there at 537. 
Q When did you go out of business? A About two months ago.  
Q What are you doing now? A Working for the 'Do less and see more Company'. 
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Q What? A Nothing. 
Q You are doing nothing. I thought you said you were working for the cement company? A I said 
'Do less and see more'. 
Q Oh, 'Do less and see more', that is what you are doing is it? A Yes, sir, 
Q Are you doing any work at all? A Not at the present time. 
Q You have not been a bootlegger for two months, two months and a half? A No, sir, I have not. 
Q How are you living? A Income. 
Q Off from what? A What I made. 
Q What you made as a bootlegger?' A No, sir. 
Q What you made from what? A Working. 
Q Working at what, "Do less and see more'? 
A No, sir. 
Q What? A Oh, I can't tell you, there is lots of places I have worked. 
Q Well, where did you make this money? A Well, I worked for about three years for the Shilling 
Grain Company. 
Q You are a bootlegger now? A No. 
Q Have you reformed? A Sure have, I go to Church every morning. 
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Q You go to Church every morning? A Yes, sir. 
Q Did you tell Curran and Wilcox that? A I did not. 
Q Now, you say Curran and Wilcox did not ask you to make a statement? A They did not. 
Q You hunted them up? A I hunted them up, yes, sir. 
Q What did you hunt them up for? A Because I wanted to tell them just what Rosenfeld was trying 
to do. 
Q You wanted to tell them what Rosenfeld was trying to do? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Well, you must have had a sudden inspiration along that line, didn't you? A No, sir. 
Q Had you had trouble with Rosenfeld? A No, sir, only the one thing, I know about Rosenfeld, he is 
a stool, and I don't think anybody has got any use for a stool. 
Q He is a stool? A Yes, sir. 
Q The only thing you know about Rosenfeld he is a stool, that is they use him to make buys and 
send people up? 
A A stool and a liar both. 



Q A stool and a liar both? A Yes. 
Q And there are a lot of you Italians that haven't any use 
345 for Rosenfeld isn't there? A I guess there is. 
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Q And you haven't any use for a stool? A It would be a disgrace to the Italian people if we had 
something like that. 
Q If you had something like that it would be a disgrace to the Italian people? Would it be a disgrace 
to the Italian people to be a bootlegger and violate the law over and over again? 
A I understood you to say it was an honor to be a bootlegger in this case. 
Q How's that? A I understood you to say it was an honor to be a bootlegger. 
Q Who did you hear say that? A I heard you say a man's reputation was not bad just because he 
was selling booze. 
Q You heard what? A I heard you say a man's reputation was not bad just because he was selling 
booze, 
Q When did you hear that? A I heard you state that last night, you asked a question. 
Q I asked if a man was necessarily a liar if he sells booze? 
A No, sir. 
Q You are taking a great deal of interest in this case aren't you? A To a certain extent. 
Q You are a bootlegger? A Why positively. 
Q And you are here defending these prohibition agents aren't 
 
[page 19] 
1459 
636 
you? A No, I am here to tell the truth and nothing but the truth. 
Q You were raided eleven times by the police? A Yes, sir. 
Q Once by Curran and Wilcox? A Positively. 
Q And you hunted Curran and Wilcox, to go before a Notary Public and make a false affidavit? A 
Well, that was not entirely a false affidavit. 
Q Why is it you Italians hate Rosenfeld so much, and love these prohibition agents so ardently? A 
Well, if you would tell the truth about it you don't like him. 

Mr.Brewster: You may stand aside. 
 

Redirect Examination 
By Mr.Coon: 
Q I see this statement was made on the 11th day of March, 1934? Where were you when this 
statement was made? 
A Up in some office - - you mean that small statement? Up there on 10th and Grand. 
Q That was in - - what is the name of the office there? 
A They took me into the office of the Department of Justice. 
Q The office of the Department of Justice? 
A Yes, sir, they came up to the store and got me. 
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Q Came to the store and took you up there? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Who happened into that store? Into your store? A Well, I could not tell any of them. 
Q How many? A There was three of them. 
Q And took you up there? A Yes, sir. 
Q And I see this statement was signed in the presence of E.C. Shanahan, T.F.Mullen, C.P.Aida and 
W.F.Seery, were they all present? A Yes, sir. 
Q What did they tell you when they took you up there to the Department of Justice? A They asked  

me if I had made a statement and I said I had. 
Q What else did they say to you? A They asked me if I had seen Mr.Seery and I told them yes and 
how many times. They asked if anything was said between me and Mr.Seery and I told them. 
Mr.Brewster: Told them what? 
A Just what was said between me and him. 
Q How long did they have you in that office before you signed this statement? A Oh, probably 

three hours, 
Q Probably three hours? A Two or three hours. Mr.Coon: Two or three hours, that is all. 
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By Mr.Brewster: 
Q Did you put anything in that statement that was not true? 
A Which statement? 
Q This last one? A Well, they probably got something in there that I did not put there. 
Q Did you make this of your own free will and accord? 
A I did.  
Q Were you abused by these agents? A No. 
Q What? A No, sir. 
Q Did they treat you all right? A They treated me fair, yes. 
Q What? A They treated me fair, yes, 
Q They treated you fair - - they asked you if you had made this other statement? A They did. 
Q And you found out things you made in that statement were not true, didn't you? A Well, here is 
the way the thing was that I found out - - 
Q (Interrupting) I say, you told them this had not been stated to you at all? A After I found out that 
the statement was made by my brother, that I could not make it, then I went 
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Q In other words you had put into this statement what your brother had told you? A Yes, sir. 
Q In this statement? A In one of the statements. 



Q Oh, in one of the statements, yes? A Yes, 
Q Now you say these agents came down to see you and caught you in your store? A Yes, sir. 
Q They just didn't happen to meet you on the street? Did you volunteer the information? A No, sir. 
Q You say you started up to hunt Curran and Wilcox up? 
A I did, sir. 
244 Q And it just happened that while you were walking along the street you saw these men 
you had started out to see? Was that it? 

Mr.Coon: I object to that for the reason it is repetition he has been over it a dozen times. 
Mr.Brewster: Yes.  
The Court: Objection sustained. 
Mr.Brewster: That's all. 
 

Redirect Examination 
 
By Mr.Coon: 
Q I want to ask you one question, as I understand it, the 
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part of the statement that you made in the presence of Arthur Curran, that was not true? A Part of 
it was not. 
Q Now, - - if I understand you - - that was that part where you said that these agents, or Mr.Seery 
had made certain statements to you, and asked certain questions, that he had asked your brother 
instead of you? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q And that was what wasn't correct in your first statement? 
A Yes, sir. 

Mr.Coon: That's all. 
 
Recross Examination 
 
By Mr.Brewster: 
Q In view of that, I just want to ask this, in this statement— I want to ask if this is in this statement, 
"Parts of my affidavit which refer to conversation had with Rosenfeld, on February 9th, and 
conversations had with Rosenfeld and Bert Heacock, police department, Kansas City,Missouri, and 
Department of Justice agent Seery and other conversations referred to on or about February 11th, 
which show in my affidavit on February 21st, are false", you made that statement, didn't you? 
A I did. 
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Mr.Brewster: That's all. 
Mr.Coon: That's all. 
 



(Witness Excused) 
 
641 
 
JULIA KNAUER 
 
called as a witness on behalf of the Defendants, first having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
 
Direct Examination 
 
By Mr.Coon: 
 
Q What is your name please? A Julia Knauer. 
Q Where do you live? A 113 North Bales. 
Q Are you employed by the W.L.Morrison Investment Company, were you in the employ of the 
W.L.Morrison Investment Company on the 13th day of February, 1923? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q I wish you would look at Defendant’s Exhibit 38 and tell the jury whether or not you ever saw 
that instrument before? 
A Yes, sir, I signed it as a notary public. 
Q Does your name appear as a witness to the signature? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q And as a witness to the acknowledgment? A Yes, sir. 


