
July 14, 1950 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
Re: WALTER LEWIS RAINEY  

4434 Mill Creek  
Kansas City, Missouri 
 
Walter Lewis Rainey, 4434 Mill Creek, Kansas City, Missouri has been reported in that city 

and Jackson County, Missouri as the operator of notorious restaurants and night clubs for many 
years in the past, allegedly operating them in violation of the local and state gambling and 
liquor laws. 

 
In 1935 he was reportedly associated with Fred Strauss in the operation of the 85 Club, 34th 

and Main Streets, Kansas City, Missouri. 
 
In early 1947 The Plantation located on New Highway 40 just east of the city limits of Kansas 

City was reportedly operated by Rainey and Max Zaben. Open gambling took place and a horse 
race book operated unmolested. Liquor was reportedly served there after legal closing hours 
and on Sundays in violation of State Statutes. 

 
Rainey reportedly formerly operated The White House Tavern outside the city limits of 

Kansas City for James Balestrere where gambling was permitted. The city limits of Kansas City 
were subsequently extended to include The White House Tavern at which time all gambling in 
that place ceased and Rainey moved to another location. 

 
In the Summer of 1948 Rainey was reportedly assisting Harley Inman in the operation of 

The Kistler House, an exclusive gambling establishment in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 
In early 1949 it was reported that The College Inn, a night club in Kansas City, was being 

operated by Rainey, Sy Davis and Jean Borserine all of whom have been associated in one way 
or another with gambling in Kansas City in the past. 

 
An article in the Kansas City Star dated April 30, 1950 concerning a report of the United 

States Grand Jury in that city stated that the largest gambling establishment in Kansas City was 
the Town Recreation, 3111 Holmes Street. Rainey was reported as one of the partners of this 
establishment. 

 
The Identification Record, FBI number 37063 may pertain to Rainey and reflects that he was 

the subject of an investigation by the Alcohol Tax Unit, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma for violation 
of the Internal Revenue Act for which he was fined $2,500 and placed on one year's probation 
on January 4, 1945. He also has arrest number 61419 at the Kansas City, Missouri Police 
Department where he was charged with carrying concealed weapons and on April 1, 1948 was 
given a $10.00 fine on this charge. This record also reflects he was arrested by the United States 



Marshal at Kansas City, Missouri, arrest number 10513 on May 25, 1950 for income tax evasion 
which charge is still pending. 


